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gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
MCCRERY), a valued member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding me this 
time. 

I am going to try to get through my 
talk here without screaming, although 
it is difficult in the atmosphere that 
has been created here. It is an atmos-
phere all too often of hyperbole and 
even demagoguery, and I think it is 
time that those who might be listening 
to this debate are given some facts 
without hyperbole and certainly with-
out demagoguery. 

This package that we are going to 
pass today to try to stimulate the 
economy, to generate economic 
growth, to create jobs, to get people 
back to work consists of about $150 bil-
lion over 10 years. The fact is that 
about two-thirds of this package, two-
thirds of it, about $100 billion, are ei-
ther tax cuts or benefits for not big 
corporations, not business, but individ-
uals: workers, the unemployed. Two-
thirds, $100 billion of the package, goes 
to individuals. One-third, about $50 bil-
lion, goes to corporations and other 
businesses, partnerships, sole propri-
etorships, small businesses and the 
like. 

Those are the facts. Despite all the 
yelling, the screaming, the dema-
goguery and the finger-pointing, those 
are the facts. 

Unemployment insurance. We go fur-
ther than the Senate did in their pack-
age. We not only provide an additional 
13 weeks of unemployment benefits to 
the 26 weeks that are already in place 
under the law for the unemployed, but 
we use an idea that came from Presi-
dent Bush in his budget this year to 
say we are going to lower the required 
trigger for extended benefits to 4 per-
cent of the uninsured rate for any 
State. 

It does not have to be nationwide, 
like the current law; any State that ex-
ceeds the 4 percent unemployment in-
sured rate automatically gets extended 
benefits. That is in our bill. It is not in 
the Senate bill. So we are trying to do 
more for the unemployed and their un-
employment benefits.
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Mr. Speaker, let me point out quick-

ly, nobody in this bill or any other bill 
is raiding the Social Security trust 
fund, which has been said erroneously 
by more than one Member today. Yes, 
we are using surpluses generated by 
the payroll tax to pay for other things 
in government, but nobody is raiding 
the trust fund. Every penny that is 
supposed to be going into the Social 
Security trust fund is going, and will 
continue to go. 

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. ROEMER). 

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, this bill 
is dripping and glowing red, not the red 

of compassion of Valentine’s Day, but 
the red of deficits and the red ink that 
is not paid for and will cost taxpayers 
across the country. 

This will cost taxpayers $180 billion 
over 5 years, and the Bush budget has 
an $80 billion shortfall. 

I voted for a tax cut that puts money 
in workers’ pockets last July. I would 
vote for a bipartisan package of depre-
ciation allowance and unemployment 
benefits for our workers today. But 
this bill has things in it such as sub-
part F. Does that help our workers? No, 
that is for banks and insurance compa-
nies who operate overseas. If they put 
it here domestically, they lose the ben-
efit. How is that a stimulus? 

Mr. Speaker, we have passed bipar-
tisan education reform. We have passed 
bipartisan campaign finance reform. 
Let us work together with a bipartisan 
stimulus that helps our workers and 
helps our economy. 

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. KILPATRICK). 

(Ms. KILPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

Mr. Speaker, leadership, that is what 
this country wants. Leadership. Mil-
lions of Americans have lost their jobs 
from KMart to Ford Motor Company, 
and everything in between across the 
country. Here we sit as 435 and 535 of 
the most powerful people in the world 
and cannot come together on a package 
that would stimulate the economy, 
save families, give hope to our chil-
dren, and protect the seniors who built 
this country. 

Leadership, Mr. Speaker, that is 
what this country needs. If we can give 
$100 billion to the terrorism debacle 
that we find ourselves in, over $50 bil-
lion for the airline industry, over $35 
billion to the insurance industry, can 
we not find the dollars that families in 
America needs to take care of their 
children, the people who played by the 
rules, raised their children, did every-
thing we said they should do? 

I am appalled by this Congress, as we 
sit here today, the richest country in 
the world, which was in recession be-
fore September 11, and then the trag-
edy of September 11, and cannot come 
together as leaders. Come on, men, 56 
women, let us do what is right. Let us 
come together. The Senate passed the 
unemployment benefit insurance ex-
tension. Rise up and build, America is 
at stake.

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. TAYLOR). 

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I encourage my colleague 
from Louisiana, my neighboring State, 
to look at these numbers. This is from 
published Treasury reports. The gen-
tleman said this money comes out of 
payroll taxes. That is right. Most of 
the folks I represent pay more in So-

cial Security taxes than they do in in-
come taxes. We would raid the Social 
Security trust fund to pay for this. 

Right now we owe the Social Secu-
rity trust fund $1.230 trillion unfunded 
liability. That is nothing but an IOU. 
Members profess to be for the military. 
We owe the military trust fund $171 bil-
lion right now unfunded liability. That 
is money that was taken, set aside al-
legedly to pay their retirement. It is 
gone, just like that Social Security 
money. 

We owe the civil servants, the Border 
Patrol folks, $534 billion. 

How can Members come to this floor 
and say there is a surplus when we 
have increased the debt, mostly 
through tax breaks and a downturn in 
the economy, by $221,158,156,000 in the 
past 12 months? What is the benefit of 
this versus the cost, because I know 
the cost is that we never repay those 
people whose Social Security taxes we 
have robbed, whose Civil Service re-
tirement we have robbed, whose mili-
tary retirement we have robbed, and 
whose Medicare we have robbed. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that it 
adds up. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMAS) gave us some bad 
numbers last year when the gentleman 
said we had surpluses as far as the eye 
can see. I am giving Members the facts 
right now. 

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Mrs. JONES). 

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
keep hearing that the third time is a 
charm. This was a bad bill the first 
time; it is a bad bill the second time; 
and it is a bad bill the third time. The 
American people are not going to be 
charmed about this bill, even on Valen-
tine’s Day. They do not want candy. 
They want jobs and benefits. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, we just lost 3,000 
jobs from LTV Steel because of over-
capacity of steel in our Nation, and we 
lost it because this government did not 
come up with a steel stimulus package 
that would allow the steel industry to 
benefit. 

We lost 1,000 jobs with TRW, and an-
other 3,000 jobs with Ford. I came 
through the airport the other day. 
Something I had on buzzed, and I 
looked up and I was being wanded by a 
former LTV worker who said to me, 
Congresswoman, we are here working 
in the airport because we no longer 
have jobs at LTV. 

I suggest this morning that the prob-
lem we have is that this is not a bill 
that will help unemployed workers, nor 
do we have a budget that is going to 
help unemployed workers. If we were 
going to help them, we would not have 
reduced Pell grants, reduced dollars to 
elementary and secondary education. If 
we were going to help them, we would 
not have reduced dollars for job train-
ing programs. If we were going to help 
the unemployed workers, we would not 
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